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1. Xou Lave : t;;-t ::Uu our v.ltv/s* ill a atisOTaa&sa dated 26 April 
25£h, jvtsjxLa'c the Aopritfcy or ixauiag a atatcsent or Agency policy 
inrcrard to ti;c dccicm.Uoa.cr ai* travel- for mployces and tbdto.dO-^ 
pendents unca* It appears a raving la- teoswjf'-e? tins cay - be achieved* 

Ur iu.v t. c<xa no ©uthoritativo ruling that the c gp loycc is not tsiititksd 
to i.a ‘ lectio.: of an available teens- of traru?ix>rtatioa other tlian air 
even when the ecploytc'c travel is the result of an urgent operational 
necessity rc-c’ilr:lr.r Lit ixtat:dif..t*» presences at destination# 


2 , Although ih<b Cot.- UoHer Lac ot&ted in Lis opinion of 9 Beceaber 
I?!,?, t-'Z&W (re believe tic citation of "B-W is & typographical 
error) Lint "air travel no* is an accepted ami reliable scans of txantt- 
port- -.tionj and ths t-ert fact that a person does sot desire to use that 
rctaod of travel rv.y not serve to obligate appropriated funds for the u‘ 
prja n'. q.;‘ pa* dice or other traveling .zponeee incurred -in : 

Kiiti. ' fer a different node of transportation, M we agree*, with your 
ccsclrcio:.. that the opinion dealt primarily with tine epent in wait-; A 
Ing for cca transportation. *2ierc is thus no indication that he iflE* 
tends-- : ' 5 * li&it the rerns of transportation £OKa*al2yv 


At the tide tLSe opinion was rendered* sufficient facts were 
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of the: Hcallomncc is indicated to be 
ore up pear that ©at facilities were not 


v; ;u ;■ urt. __ tru -u u.tiworfc -;.-pc«r uwt> w»v we 

act unity avai^y. bit for use* fht opinion cites ,-aragrapht li? of the, A, 
CVhusrditcd Govcrrxxnt Travel Regulations in sup. art of ii» conclusion,, 
tiiet the travel orJert were not "to be construed as laving conferrdt^?.- 
upon Lit tn^xlcr® the option of delaying their travel at Government 
expense until a core preferable -uana of conveyance be case available*# 
T>,ic rt f • re to "indirect route cr interrupted travel" and linitc per 
dice; in lien of subsistence to tnat which wold have been incurred p* y. 

on uninterrupted travel by the sent coonmaical usually-tamlcd route ^ 
when Lucre''* .a an i-.LcrruptioEi or deviation for the traveler * o personal. £ 
convenience, or tie use of leave. This all tends to condition hie 
nai conclusion since tiit traveler was actually on leave under Foreign «# 
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Lions for a portion of the period spent in Buenos Aires* ■ 


and the delay because cf Lie wife's lHnces was considered a natter 
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per canal convenience. Hie travel orders Apparently provided for both 
air and eon tranepor ta tio n , and vuiil© the case clear ly stands for th© 
principle that once travel k&e been mxiortakea it cannot be unnecessarily 
uel^.H-d by a refusal to ace air facilities, tn© question of denying tiua 
i.:., ioyce .11 facilities other than sir as a tatter of policy i* not 
re: c:: bed. 


u. xuit opinion of the Comptroller General leas not. been overruled, 
tnc ified or distinguished, but in the absence of a clear eatpressic® of 


hif, opinion la regard to the ri^jhts of election which an oaplfiye©; s* 
‘jj-yo is; the node of ti'onsportrition, we do not believe that a policy 
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even in iftoco cases v&ifi&c there ±& a 


::toter:.cnt travel to sir, , ^ 

uc:.. iri.il c cc no::4c ©siv±n£ to tho Govcrxssait, dfcauld bo lsc-acc* irivaau.,/ 
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